CELLULAR PHONE USE—STRICT LIMITATIONS
Personal use of government cellular phones is strictly limited.

Two FEMA Directives apply to all employees regarding cell phone usage.

· FEMA information Resources Management Policy and Procedural Directive (FIRMPD), Part I, chapter 3 and Part II, chapter 3.

· Temporary Directive No. 00-01 (T), “Interim Policy on, Limited Personal Use of Government Equipment.”
FIRMPD sets out the primary limitations:

“Authorized us of FEMA communications services [including cell phones] is limited to the conduct of official Government business, and for the conduct of those activities the Agency determines are necessary and in the interest of the Government.

FIRMPD in Temporary Directive No.00-01 (T) defines “limited personal cell phone use” as:

· Calls home or to a doctor if an employee is injured or becomes sick at work
· An employee traveling on business is delayed by transportation problems and needs to notify family

· An employee traveling on business is allowed to make a brief call home, but not more than an average of one call home per day

· An employee may make a brief call to location within the local commuting area that can be reached only during working hours, such as a bank or physician

· Involves only a minimal additional expense to the government

· Does not interfere with official business

· Does not support a personal private business

Any personal cell phone usage beyond what is authorized by these directives is “unauthorized use.”  “Unauthorized use” is characterized as misconduct and subjects the caller to possible disciplinary action.  The employee may be required to pay the cost of the unauthorized cell phone use.

There are no “free minutes” on the US government cell phones.  Authorized use of FEMA communications services [including cell phones] is limited to the conduct of official Government business, and for the conduct of those activities the Agency determines are necessary and in the interest of the Government.

