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APPENDIX 7-H-5

 DAILY SOH REPORT TO RFO SOH MANAGER AND EFO RESIDENT ENGINEER
SAMPLE


Wednesday – Feb 15, 2006 

Accidents Reported – QAS involved in hit and run accident last night around 2100 hrs.  QA Rep had just exited Hwy 49 off ramp and east onto DeDeaux Road when a Ford Pickup, allegedly traveling at a high rate of speed side swiped his car damaging the driver side door and bumper.  Damage is estimated over $2k.  Driver of pickup drove off before police arrived.  Police report to follow.  

No site visits this date.  Because of a diagnosed severe sinus and bronchial infection, stayed at the office and worked on safety files and handouts, training packets for our QA guys.  

Tree Work:  EFO-N Tree Expert, Riley O’Brien, provided on site teach, coach, assist visits to several tree work sites.  He spent time with our QA /QC folks in the field educating them on real life felling, hanger removals and climbing issues.  Again, as in past days, his on- site presence has been very beneficial toward enhancing tree safety awareness in our clean-up mission.   

Since many of our tree work is in areas near power lines, I provided safety awareness handouts to our QAS and QA guys on the ground as follows:

TREE TRIMMING, FELLING NEAR HIGH VOLTAGE LINES:

· Only a qualified line-clearance tree trimmer is allowed to work within the 10’ minimum distance of high voltage power lines.  

· High Voltage lines in the Pass Christian area are 13.2 kva  phase to ground and 23 kva phase to phase.  Most of the utility poles in the Pass are Class 3 at 30 to 45 ‘ lengths.  Poles are generally set at 6 to 8 feet in depth, except poles 45’ and longer are generally 8 to 10’ depths.  All poles have what is called a birthmark, which is a stamped signature of where the pole is manufactured, the pole treatment, its class and height.  From the top of the birthmark to the base of the pole is 10’.   With this given info, it is easy to roughly calculate the height of the power lines.  Knowing this, and the length of the excavator/loader boom lengths (particularly the self loader knuckle booms), one can reasonably calculate the issue of equipment proximity to within the 10’ required clearance. 

· Question is often asked, “What is a line clearance contractor?”   A line clearance contractor is a tree-trimming company that has an ongoing line clearance safety program, as defined by the federal and state Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA).  This program must include ongoing training programs, and continual equipment maintenance programs to ensure tools are non-conducive for workers who routinely work near high-voltage lines.  
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· “What are service drops”  Service drops are secondary feeds from pole mounted transformers that step down the voltage from 13.2kv to 120/240 VAC.  The conductor drop is generally referred to as a triplex drop; it includes the two hot legs and a neutral (grounded at the pole XFMR).  The biggest hazard that I am seeing in the field are the number of  FEMA trailers with service drops that are that are fed to 10’ poles adjacent to the trailer.  Herein lies the problem, these temporary pole structures are very vulnerable to the heavy equipment (bobcats, loaders, excavators and dump trucks) that are working the ROE sites next to the trailers.  The QAs, QCs and subcontractors need to discuss this exposure on a site by site basis.  

· In addition to the above, the following five bullets are safety guidelines that the contractors should be following:

The employer should assess each job for safety hazards and design a work plan that addresses methods of dealing with the hazards during the tree service process.

The employer should conduct a job briefing, based on the work plan, before starting each job.

All safety equipment should be inspected for damage before each job.  Any damaged equipment should be removed from service and replaced with equipment that conforms to ANSI Z133.1.

The employer should establish a written safety and health policy and written company operational policies that include ANSI Z133.1.

Employers and employees should be familiar with available resources on safety standards and safe work practices.  

                                                                 Robert Bourgeois

                                                                 EFO-Central SOH Professional
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