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APPENDIX K-1

BUILDING ASSESSMENT & DEMOLITION INFORMATION SHEET

Buildings which have received damage and are to be demolished will need to undergo an evaluation to determine if State or Federal Asbestos and Lead Regulations apply.  Each disaster response effort will most likely require new protocols to be developed in order to satisfy State and Federal Regulations modified to respond to specific needs of each disaster recovery mission.

This requires a joint effort between FEMA, the Corps, and/or Federal/State OSHA and EPA regulators depending if the State has jurisdictional programs. Also, local county officials may have jurisdiction over landfills, and there may also be local air pollution control authorities which regulate asbestos and other fugitive air emissions from demolition sites (air curtain incineration and open burning).  Many states or counties may not issue emergency guidelines to be followed until well after the recovery action is underway.  

The  attached survey form and flow chart are an example of how these issues were decided upon during the Hurricane Katrina Response in Mississippi.  Remember, each State may impose different requirements and the protocol used for Hurricane Katrina Recovery may not be applicable to your recovery and response action.   

Federal Regulator decisions made in one regional office may not be applicable to another regional office.  Such decisions will have to be re-visited on a case by case basis.  For example, during the Katrina Mission in Mississippi, EPA Region IV stated that buildings displaced off of their foundations where not considered structurally intact and thus were not viewed as a demolition project under NESHAPS.  In short, no asbestos assessment or abatement needs to take place in this situation, but this decision may not be applicable to all regions.  Regulatory stance may evolve or mature as mission progresses.  
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