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APPENDIX 7-Q-1                      

DEBRIS REMOVAL FROM COMMUNITIES
QUALITY ASSURANCE CHECKLIST 

NOTE:  Contractors are required to comply with the requirements of EM 385-1-1 during emergency response operations.  The following are a few of the contract safety and occupational health requirements which quality assurance personnel are expected to ensure the contractors are meeting.

1.  Safety meetings shall be conducted for all workers at least weekly.  (01.B.05)

2.  All personnel on site shall wear hard hats unless occupying the operator's station of machinery equipped with a rollover protective structure. (05.D; 16.B.12)

3.  Construction equipment shall be equipped with seat belts; operators shall utilize seat belts during operation.  Vehicles shall also be equipped with operable reverse signal (back-up) alarms and appropriate fire extinguishers. (16.A.26; 16.A.34; 16.B.01)

4.  Bulldozer blades, front-end loaders, dump bodies, and similar equipment shall be either fully lowered or blocked when being repaired or not in use.  All controls shall be in a neutral position, with the engines stopped and brakes set, unless work being performed on the machine requires otherwise.  (16.A.09)

5.  Speed limits shall be enforced in residential areas. (18.B.05)

6.  The debris shall be loaded so that the debris does not extend more than six (6) inches beyond the sides of the truck nor more than eighteen (18) inches above the sides of the truck, nor more than the maximum height allowed by the appropriate transportation authority (e.g., DOT or equivalent State or Tribal agency).  Workers shall not position themselves atop trucks to trim the load.  The load may be trimmed using a pole saw.  

7.  Children and other non-site workers shall not be permitted in the vicinity of debris removal operations. (Appendix B, para 13)

8.  Traffic control systems will be used.  See Appendix 7-Q-9 of this EP.  
9.  Safe separation distances will be established, delineated, and communicated to site workers, including separation between operating pieces of equipment and separation between operating equipment and parked vehicles.   

10.  All chainsaws shall have an automatic chain brake or kickback device. (13.F.01)

11.  Adequate safe clearances shall be maintained from transmission lines. (11.E.02)

12.  Before any machinery or mechanized equipment is placed in use, it shall be inspected and tested by a competent person and certified to be in safe operating condition. (16.A.01)

13.  Debris trucks shall be equipped with tailgates sufficient to secure the load during transit.  If chain-link fencing is used as a tailgate, it will be constructed with a frame, adequately secured to the vehicle, and shall be maintained in good condition.  Only side-hinged tailgates will be used; top-hinged tailgates are not acceptable.  See Figure 7-Q-1.1, below.
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Figure 7-Q-1.1 Tailgate construction.
1.  Attach tailgate to truck at three or more points at one side of truck body, i.e. hinges.
2.  After loading, secure tailgate to truck at two or more points at opposite side of truck body.  
The method of closure must ensure the tailgate remains in the closed position during transport. 

3.  Tailgate must extend to, or overlap, the bottom and sides of the cargo body.

4.  After loading, ensure the bottom of the tailgate remains flush with the body of the cargo body.  If necessary, secure the bottom of the tailgate to the cargo body at two or more points to maintain effective closure.
5.  During dumping operations, recommend the use of a device to hold tailgate in the open position against the body of the truck.   

___________________________________

14.  Chainsaw operators shall wear the following PPE when operating chainsaws. (13.F.03)

a.  Protective leg chaps (05.A.12)

b.  Face shields and safety glasses (05.B.01)

c.  Hearing protection (05.C.01)

d.  Hard hat (05.D.01)

e.  Protective footwear (05.A.08)

f.  Leather gloves (05.A.10)
15.  Records of tests and inspections shall be maintained at the site by the Contractor.(16.A.01)

16.  Ensure site workers have procedures in place for the discovery of human remains and other hazardous materials mixed with debris.
17.  Whenever any machinery or equipment is found to be unsafe or whenever a deficiency which affects the safe operation of the equipment is observed, the equipment shall be immediately taken out of service and its use prohibited until the unsafe condition has been corrected. (16.A.01; 16.A.03)     
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