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EXPEDITED GROUP SHELTERS (EGS)

INFORMATION SHEET
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What is an EGS?  An EGS is a rapidly deployed temporary housing site for individuals and families displaced from their permanent residences as a result of natural disasters.  The intent of an EGS is to provide short-term housing until longer-term housing is available.  The EGS concept was first used following the 2004 Florida hurricanes.
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An EGS consists of groups of travel trailers that are connected to aboveground power, potable water, and sanitary sewer services.  The utilities to the trailers are constructed aboveground to speed construction and are sufficient to accommodate the planned short operational period of the site.  Ideally, the EGS will tie into existing utility services (power, potable water, and sanitary sewer).  An EGS can also be operated with on-site generators, trucked in potable water, and a service for disposal of sanitary waste.  However, this option is expensive and not desirable.

What is an ideal site for an EGS?  An ideal site consists of large open area (1 acre or more) that has a slight slope in one direction and that has adjacent water, power, and sanitary sewer service that can be used.  Sites have been constructed on both paved and unpaved surfaces. 
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What are typically site layouts?  As a general rule of thumb, approximately 26 travel trailers can be placed on 1 acre of an unobstructed site.  Fences, buildings, and other structures will reduce the number of units that can be placed.  The standard travel trailer is 8 feet wide by 30 feet long.   Units are spaced a minimum of 10 feet apart.  Each site requires a utility corridor, appropriate access lanes for emergency services and maintenance and service vehicles, and parking.  Detailed layouts are required to determine usable area and the actual number of units and parking spaces that a site can accommodate.  

How long does it take to build an EGS?  An EGS can be constructed in a matter of days once access to the site is secured and the travel trailers, materials, and equipment are available for construction.  Experience indicates that locating a suitable site and executing a lease or MOU with the property owner can be the most time consuming steps in implementing an EGS. 

What is expected from the community?  The impacted communities should identify potential suitable sites for the EGS and make initial contact with the property owners to determine their willingness to allow this type of use.  The impacted communities also need to waive permits (for example, utility connections), modify zoning at the site to allow for residential use, and serve as a coordinator for local stakeholders (utilities, public works departments, etc,). 


How long will an EGS be in operation?  FEMA answer???
How is an EGS managed and operated?  FEMA answer??? (who does it, solid waste, etc.)
Who is responsible for security or resident problems?  FEMA answer???
What happens to the site once the EGS is no longer needed?  The site will be restored to its original condition or as required by the property owner.  In some cases, improvements to the property that were required to accommodate the EGS may be left in place at the owner’s discretion.


�





�





�





�





Typical view of the front of a travel trailer at an EGS





Typical corridor for above ground utilities, located between rows of travel trailers





Typical view of an EGS





Typical view of an EGS








