Army helping with recovery after 4th hurricane
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September 28, 2004 

WASHINGTON (Army News Service, Sept. 28, 2004) -- More than 1,300 Army Corps of Engineers employees are now supporting hurricane recovery efforts in Florida, Alabama and surrounding states affected by Hurricanes Charley, Francis, Ivan, and Jeanne. 

The recovery operation is the largest of its type ever undertaken by the Corps of Engineers, officials said, and it extends to areas flooded by the storms' aftermath.

For many residents living along the eastern Florida coast, Hurricane Jeanne Sept. 26 was another punch that they could not afford to take. 

The Corps’ emergency response to the destruction has been to provide ice, water, power, temporary roof covering, and technical oversight of debris removal at various locations hit hard by hurricanes. All of the Corps’ effort is carried out in support of the Federal Emergency Management Agency, or FEMA, officials said. They said the mission is a complex and tiring logistical operation shared by FEMA, Corps personnel and numerous other organizations such as the Red Cross and state and local emergency responders. 

Chief of Engineers Lt. Gen. Carl Strock is now visiting the Corps’ Emergency Response and Recovery Organizations in Mobile, Ala., and in Pensacola, Fla. His staff is planning a subsequent visit for him to see Corps operations in eastern Florida this weekend. 

One of the most widely known efforts assigned to the Corps by FEMA is the temporary covering of roofs damaged by the storms. Corps contractors are placing plastic sheeting over the roofs. The project was coined “Operation Blue Roof,” for the color of the plastic sheeting 

More than 25,000 roof covers have been installed so far throughout Florida. The day after Hurricane Jeanne roared through Florida, Corps and contractor teams installed 54 “blue roofs” in St. Lucie county. Many more are being installed now, officials said.

Corps teams have delivered more than 150,000 self-help tarps to counties in Florida, and 30,000 in Alabama for residents to install themselves. 

In Alabama, three counties have asked for Corps assistance with debris removal. Working through the Advance Contracting Initiative, the Corps activated its contract with Phillips and Jordan to remove close to 1 million cubic yards of debris, an amount of material equivalent to about 33,000 large truckloads. 

For some 200 east-coast Florida residents affected by Frances and Jeanne, FEMA is providing temporary housing at Saufley Field, adjacent to the Pensacola Naval Air Station. The Corps of Engineers provided logistical support for the housing by setting up and connecting temporary utilities. 

The units each have a small bedroom, a bunk-bed area, a kitchen/living room area, a bathroom with a shower, air conditioning, a refrigerator and a stove. 

This is the first time the Corps of Engineers has used the Expedient Housing plan which allows the Corps to provide logistical support for the housing very quickly. The Corps and its contractors agree to provide full logistical support within 72 hours after the needed materials arrive on site. 

This type of temporary housing is unique because utilities are placed on top of the ground instead of buried under ground. This allows the setup to occur much faster than was previously possible. 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers teams have been working in Florida and Alabama for six weeks for Charley, Francis and Ivan and are now responding to their fourth hurricane. The organization’s effort, as are the hurricanes themselves, unprecedented, officials said. 

“The Corps is very adaptable,” said Col. Ray Alexander, leading the response and recovery effort in Alabama. “I know our folks are tired, but they keep on demonstrating their flexibility.” 

(Editor’s note: Lt. Col. Stan Heath serves with the Public Affairs Office for the Corps of Engineers headquarters.)
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