Army volunteers get kids back to school after hurricane
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PENSACOLA, Fla. (Army News Service, Oct. 15, 2004) -- U.S. Army Corps of Engineers volunteers set up temporary facilities so that Pensacola school children could return to class after Hurricane Ivan struck.

Ivan completely destroyed Pensacola Beach Elementary Charter School, as well as 22 classrooms at Workman Middle School and 10 classrooms at Pensacola High School. The Corps’ team Pensacola Emergency Response and Recovery Office acquired, delivered and set up 36 mobile homes for the Escambia County school district to use as temporary classrooms two weeks after receiving the task.

Scott Jutila, engineer for the project, said it took a huge cooperative effort between the Federal Emergency Management Agency, the Corps of Engineers, the school district and the contractors to complete the project that quickly. “Everyone knew it was important to get the kids back to school, so they knew it was a priority,” he said.

The team received the assignment Sept. 29 and had trailers arriving by Oct. 2. They arrived in modules and had to be pieced together, as well as hooked up to utilities, cleaned up, and, in some cases, repaired. Jutila said one fell off the delivery truck on its way and had to have a new ceiling and light fixtures installed.

“Assisting the school district with the modular classroom units was an exciting, new challenge for the temporary housing team,” said Eric Wittine, quality supervisor on the project. “To bring in the units, place them with utilities and have students in class in a two-week time period was a remarkable accomplishment. It was great to see the smiles on the kids’ faces.”

Florida Governor Jeb Bush visited the Pensacola Beach school Oct. 13 to thank the Corps and its partners for getting the school up and running in such a timely manner.

Cutline:

Pensacola Beach Elementary principal Jeff Castleberry assists a second-grade class in presenting thank you cards to Corps of Engineers personnel for putting up a temporary school. The cards were hand-drawn by the second graders. Corps' people pictured include Duane Wilson, Scott Jutila and Eric Wittine. Shannon Bauer





