Task Force Hope moving mountains in Mississippi

September 13, 2005 

GULFPORT, Miss. (Army News Service, Sept. 13, 2005) -- The Army Corps of Engineers’ Task Force Hope in Mississippi is now heavily focused on recovery operations as requirements for power, water and ice support have dropped significantly with local systems coming back on line.

Debris Removal

The Federal Emergency Management Agency estimates that there are currently about 18 to 20 million cubic yards of debris in the hurricane impacted area of Mississippi. This equates to 200 football fields piled 50 feet high. It will take about 8 months to remove it from the streets, and roughly a year and a half to completely dispose of it.

Right now the task force is moving roughly 100,000 cubic yards of debris per day, but it’s ramping up and officials said they expect that amount to increase. Debris removal is underway in six counties (Jackson, Jones, Stone, Forrest, George and Hancock) and Corps officials said they expect additional requests.

The Corps of Engineers coordinates its disposal efforts with the local community and the Mississippi Department of Environmental Quality, the Environmental Protection Agency, and the U.S. Coast Guard, officials said. 

The EPA and Coast Guard are working on targeting large-scale hazardous materials, while the Corps is working on clearing debris on the roads and selectively removing hazardous materials as they are discovered, officials said.

Temporary Roofing

More than 5,200 requests for Operation Blue Roof have been received in the past few days. Over 200 roofs were repaired in the past 24 hours. More than 100 crews are now working.

Estimates are that 23,000 roof repairs will be required, Corps officials said. They added that about 1000 work orders are about to be issued to contractors.

At peak, several hundred roofs per day will be repaired, officials said. Plastic staging operations are in Hattiesburg and Gulfport. Operation Blue Roof Sign Up Centers are now open in Jackson, Harrison, Hancock, Forrest, Stone, Lamar, Marion, Jefferson Davis, and Pearl River counties. 

Temporary Housing

Temporary housing is being handled using a national/regional approach through the FEMA Housing Area Command. 

Water/Waste Water Restoration

A total of 46 systems are known to need assessments, Corps officials said. A 10-12 person team from the EPA will join the Corps of Engineers team at Keesler Air Force Base in supporting this FEMA mission, officials said.

Temporary Classroom Sites & Emergency Facilities

The Corps of Engineers has received a mission to place approximately 450 temporary classrooms on school property in the impacted areas. This mission also tasks the Corps provide portable buildings for public facilities such as fire stations, police stations, and emergency centers. Current focus is coordinating with the state to identify and prioritize structures.

Keeping lights on in Biloxi

The power station in Biloxi faced a potential problem after Hurricane Katrina. The plant needed the damaged Popps Ferry Bridge opened to supply coal necessary for power generation. A united team from the Army Corps of Engineers, Bureau of Reclamation, Harrison County, the City of Biloxi, and a professor from the University of Wyoming developed a creative plan to safely raise the bridge and keep power flowing to the area.

(Editor’s note: Information taken from Army Corps of Engineers news releases.)

