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Robert Francis Powers
Chief, Operations Branch

Response Division

Federal Emergency Management Agency

Bob Powers assumed the duties of Operations Branch Chief, Response Division, Federal Emergency Management Agency in October 2006 and is responsible for Incident Response (including the National Response Coordination Center, FEMA Operations Center, and Planning), Urban Search and Rescue, National Disaster Medical System, and Field Operations (including the National Emergency Response Teams and the Federal Incident Response Support Teams).
Before assuming his FEMA duties, Mr. Powers was the Deputy Chief of Staff for the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) Office of Infrastructure Protection, the office that led, integrated, and coordinated national efforts to reduce risk to critical infrastructure and key resources; coordinated Departmental and interagency contingency planning; and provided response and recovery support to incidents of national significance, including natural disasters and other emergencies. Mr. Powers was also Chief of Staff for the Operational Integration Staff, a high-level staff responsible to the Secretary of Homeland Security for department-wide horizontal and vertical operational integration. Additionally, Mr. Powers deployed as a key senior staff member for the Hurricane Rita Principal Federal Official and led the DHS team deployed to Florida as the Senior DHS Representative to the Hurricane Wilma response. 
Before moving to DHS, Mr. Powers was Director of Workforce Management for Aviation Operations for the Transportation Security Administration (TSA). At TSA, Mr. Powers directed the hiring, training, and deployment of newly hired Federal workforce of approximately 55,000 passenger and baggage screeners over a five-month period, meeting the Congressional mandate to federalize the nation’s 429 commercial airports. Prior to joining TSA, he directed operations for a consulting firm that provided management improvement, relocation project management, and facility management support to commercial and governmental clients. 
Mr. Powers has extensive incident management, emergency response, and operations expertise gained during his over thirty year career with the United States Coast Guard (USCG). He directed Coast Guard operations throughout Gulf of Mexico and Mississippi River system and coordinated and integrated operations with response agencies at the Federal, State, and local levels; led emergency response, search and rescue, and law enforcement planning and execution; and managed and directed USCG air operations on a global basis. Mr. Powers also flew both helicopters and fixed wing aircraft for search and rescue, law enforcement and other USCG missions; and commanded one of the Coast Guard’s largest aviation units.
Mr. Powers is a Distinguished Alumnus of West Chester University; has a MBA, a MA in International Relations, and a BA in Geography; and is a graduate of the National War College in Washington, DC, and the Naval War College in Newport, RI. He is also certified as a Senior Professional in Human Resources. Bob and his wife Alma have four grown children and reside in Burke, Virginia.
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